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Minutes

Of the third General Assembly of the European Rural Alliance

Held in Prague, 19 December 2009

Place: State Veterinary Institute of the Czech Republic, the training center, Sídlištní 24/136, 165 03 Praha 6 – Lysolaje, telephon: +420/220 921 869, fax: +420/220 923 128, email:reception.svua@svscr.cz:

Presence: see the attendance list with names and contacts 

Agenda:
1. Opening of the meeting

2. Election of the chairman, secretary and two inspectors of the minutes and vote counters for the meeting.

3. The legality and liability to make decisions

4. Approval of the agenda

5. The accounts, annual report and auditor’s statement

6. Decision of approval of the accounts and discharge from liability to the executive committee and others responsible.

7. Ratification of the action plan, budget and the annual fees.

8. Election of the chairperson (every 2. year)

9. Election of the executive committee

10. Election of the auditor and deputy auditor

1. Meeting was held in Prague and opened by Secretary of ERA Liisa Hame. 

2. Chairperson Liisa Hame elected
Secretary Inga Krekele elected 

Inspectors of minutes Jela Tvrdonova and Goran Šoster elected 

3. Legality and liability to make decisions approved 

4. Agenda of the meeting approved 
5. Financial statement by Liisa Hame. Described financial situation about European Rural Voice project financed by EK Europe for Citizens programm EACEA . ERA has 500 Eur  in account. 
Annual Report by Jela Tvrdonova. 
5.1. February  - June 2008 – the communication with the EC about the possibility to become a member of the Coordination committee of the ERDN, the PREPARE has received the place with the agreement to represent also ERA´s agenda. 

5.2. General assembly session in Brussels, June 2008 with the objective to discuss the current state of art of rural development policy in EU.

5.3. Submission of the project proposal to the EU program Citizens for  Europe, called Rural Voice with the objective to get voice to rural communities in 7 countries – Latvia, Lithuania, Estonia, Poland, Czech Republic, Slovakia, Finland via facilitated discussions, draw conclusions from these discussions and present in front of the EU institutions and other public bodies. The application was successful and the project started in September 2008 in Slovakia. Within this project the partners – Latvian Rural Forum, Lithuanian Rural Communities Union, Polish Rural Forum, Czech Association of Rural Communities Schools and Slovakian Rural Parliament in 5 countries carried out village meetings – all together 16 with 290 people participating, the results were presented at ERA seminar in Brussels during the final seminar, end of June 2009
5.4. Representatives  of ERA have actively participated in various international meetings and events, e.g at Hela Sverige Ska Leva rural parliament meeting in March 2008, in Sweden, Lycksele, the day of villages in Brandenburg, in October 2008, general assembly of Kodukant in Estonia in August 2009, at ERCA meeting and general assembly of Dutch rural parliament in the Netherlands, October 2009 and the workshop of SURE initiative in Gothenburg, Sweden, November 2008. 
6. Decisions:

6.1. Financial statement approved

6.2. Annual report approved 

7. Ratifications:

7.1. Action plan for year 2010

7.1.1. Project proposal for Grundtvig, deadline for submission February 2010
7.1.2. Round Table – gathering of all EU rural development organizations in April 2010

7.1.3. Youth in action project partner 
7.1.4. Involvement of new members for ERA 

7.2. Budget of ERA approved 

7.3. Annual fees: 50,00 Eur for National organizations per year 

100,00 Eur for International organizations per year 

8. Election of the chairperson
Kim Smedslund suggested electing Jela Tvrdonova 
Valdis Kudins suggested electing Ero Usitalo. 

Discussions: As new position of honourable president was invented. To elect Ero Usitalo as a president of organization. 

Jela Tvrdonova unanimously elected as the chairperson of ERA for the next two year period. 

9. Election of the executive committee
Finland, SYTY– Peter Baka 

Slovenian Rural Development Network   - Goran Šoster

Latvian Rural Forum  – Inga Krekele 

Other member organizations are asked to nominate their representatives to the board via e-mail till the end of January 2010 (ERCA, ELARD, Lithuanian Rural Communities Union, Kodukant, Polish Rural Forum).
Peter Baka elected as a Secretary of ERA.

10. Election of the auditor and deputy auditor
The right to elect auditor and deputy auditor was given to the Executive committee. 

Chairperson 

Liisa Hame 

Secretary 

Inga Krekele 
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