European Rural Alliance, ERA working group meeting

Helsinki 2.10.2006 

Eero Uusitalo

Liisa Häme

Staffan Bond

Vanessa Halhead

Urszula Budzich-Szukala

Henny Stroes

Jela Tvrdonova

MINUTES

1. Eero Uusitalo welcomed everybody by commenting EU’s non existing real rural policy and the tendency of governments using only axis 3 for LEADER. EU needs strong rural networks more than ever.

2. Liisa Häme reported that 8 organizations have already joined ERA and PREPARE, ELARD and Euromontana have expressed positive interest towards ERA. She also reported her experiences from the Europe for Citizens Forum 28.-29.9. in Brussels.

3. The participants reported the situation concerning preparations for new LEADER in their countries and the balance between the 4 axes.

4. The ERA future and future actions were discussed. The need and demand for ERA actions is raising but the financing is still open. It is possible to apply and also to get financing from the Commissions Civil society program. It is strongly advised that ERA should be an official association and legal body to be accepted. It is possible to cover 80% of expenses and the first grant would be for a year and after that for two years in time.

ERA needs an office in Brussels and efficient full time coordinator. Also a membership in the rural development advisory committee is important.

5. The working group decides to register ERA as an association in Finland or in other country, depending on the rules and simplicity of the operation. The secretary promised to bring preliminary rules to the Hungarian LEADER seminar and to send them by email to the working group before that.

6. Year 2008 is a year of intercultural discussion in EU and there are special funds for organizations to apply. It was decided that ERA organizes a seminar or conference to raise real civil society discussion about rural policy between the 3 sectors in rural areas.

7. Guoda Burokiene from Lithuania was invited to the working group

8. The next, short meeting was decided to be in Hungary where most of the members will be present. The next full working group meeting is in Holland Januray 12. Or 13.

