European Rural Alliance ERA

Working group meeting Borås, Sweden 

30.03.2006

Present:

Liisa Häme, secretary,

Jela Tvrdonova

Goran Soster

Vanessa Halhead

Staffan Bond

Henny Stroes

The chairman Eero Uusitalo sent his regrets. He was sick and unable to attend the meeting. 

1. Reports from last meeting in Warsaw and PREPARE  in Tallinn

2. The working group discussed the European organizations which should be contacted by secretary.

3. Relations between ERA and ERCA were discussed shortly. The tasks are quite clear among the working group but could be still confusing to outsiders.

4. ERA as a platform of networks was discussed and the needed dialogue with R.E.D and M.E.R, the cooperation and advocacy.

A good tool could be a workshop, exchange and common agenda for the biggest organizations, some time in autumn, after September. The main topics:  how to strengthen the social lobbying for rural policy, the social agenda for rural development, social capital, public goods, and jobs and incomes, social contract for all taxpayers in rural areas.

A private invitation from Eero to RED and MER, and after workshop the secretary sends cooperation letters to all chosen organizations. 

5. The ERA financing: there are programs in EU for NGOs. More information can be found in the Europaid, other possible sources could be Rockefeller or Ford foundations Heinrich Böll Stiftung, Foundation de France? The secretary prepares a short report on the suitable ones 

6. The membership: ERA is a group of groups. ERCA / ERA? Discussion about the roles of both and PREPARE – The difficulty is how to make ERA strong in Brussels. The base has to be built in two – three years. 

7. Next meeting should be in connection with other activities or in Slovakia or Slovenia.  A good opportunity could be in Austria around the Krems meeting 11.-12.5. May or in June connected to the PREPARE meeting. 

Notes Liisa Häme

