ERA board meeting Amersfoort 27.2.2007

1. Eero, welcome, presentation of the members

2. Statutes, applications and future applications

3. General meeting, weekend late September , next board meeting end of August, 27.8. Lithuania

4. Membership, a form to be sent, filled and approved by the end of June. The membership fee / year 50 national 100 European.

5. WWW, logo, ilmoitus siitä, mitä on tekeillä kahden  viikon kuluessa, luonnoksen maaliskuun aikana  ja lopullinen huhtikuussa. Contents of www, one part what is happening in structural funds in local level, links to members’ pages, and other useful pages. Euroopan kartta ja siihen linkit.

6. Questionnaire, simple, facts, a draft first. 

7. New partners and networks, suggestion to Prepare to be a working group in ERA and presented in board meetings.

8. The operational lines of ERA. Most important is that we are rural actors in Europe, needed to talk to commission etc. the basic members are the village organizations and Leader groups because they collect different actors together, all sectors. 

9. Approval of the ENED to be a working group of ERA

10. ELARD – strength of the farming organizations against the weak rural development organizations. The two pillars in competition – the goal would be to raise the percentage of Leader from 5-2,5. The ELARD will be happy to cooperate with any organizations working to this goal. 

11. ERCA – a working group in ERA? To help to establish national village movements. The membership between ERA and ERCA.ERCA is all Europe instead of Prepare and an organization instead of a project. The next functional step – decisions in next ERA meeting and general assembly. 

12. Membership of the rural development advisory committee of European Union, a letter to the chairman and secretary. (Socio-Economic Coucil)

13. Funding, outside EU? 

14. Slovakia – internet debate Axis 1 34 (half farms) Axis 2 42 half to less favoured areas 16 % agro environment or Natura 2000 axis 3 13,5 Leader 2,9 2.04 of 15 lags in 2 runs (17 ready, 10 more later) The rural parliament will be in the monitoring committee. And present in all working groups except pillar 1. A problem with small and bigger villages, artificial limits – bigger villages can’t apply and smaller ones don’t have the money to run the projects. Most money will go to western Slovakia… 

15. Scotland – strategic plans no rural development plan so far. The money will go to axis 2, 5% to the Leader. Participating a research about rural advocacy. Greece 3. Draft to the commission, should be accepted with minor changes. 500 milj. Euros less than previous budget. Hopes that this gap will be filed with national money – to get as much funding as now. Leader 8-9% of rural development money in order to have the same money as now. The L- network is an official negotiator to the government and trying to force them so that all the money in axis 3 would be implemented bottom up through the local action groups. Only a little of axis 2, axis one the measure for processing of agricultural products. Tend to reduce the number of LAGS from 40 to 30. Ireland, Leader mixed up with national funding 3 times as much funding as now. The leader network is a strong lobbying body. The LAGS cover the whole area 34 LAGs. A huge scope for transnational projects.

16. Slovenia, rural development plan to the commission in December, should be OK in a month. Have been able to influence ti as a recognized partner 1/3 axis 1, 53% 2. Axis, 3. Axis 11%, 3% for Leader, one of the smallest budgets in EU. 31 local rural development programs – 31 LAGs, 20 will be approved. The ministry is the Leader office and cal themselves a L. network. Organizational changes in management, no professionals just voluntary work. Seeking for an employee and other big changes.

17. Netherlands all the axis’ money is in provinces. The Leader budget is ½ of the present, all regions can apply for it. It is up to the provinces how to organize it. Provicial associations of villages almost in all provinces. About 2000 villages over 1200 are already members. The rural parliament – 2005 over 400 participants. The next will be in October and will present the results of the previous one. Also provincial rural parliaments have been organized. In cooperation with ETC. a project starting now is about citizenship, people taking part in civil society. No state money any more, only project based funding. Lithuania 17% Leaderiin 400.000 meuro for annex 3. The rural development plan still chancing. 1,7 meuro for rural communities in Lithuania, for renovation of community houses, conferences etc., national money. More and more members, around 800 from 1300. 

18. Sweden the new ministry and the old ministry. Rural strategy thorough a committee, it will be discussed and after that the government will start writing it in a month should be finisher before summer. The rural development plan is in Brussels axis 2 75% ,1 15, 3 10, 7 to Leader. More money to Leader than now. Only 12 groups now and trying to mainstream and to have groups all over the rural areas. There might be 40 – 50 lags covering most of Sweden. Many areas are well prepared and can start quickly. The new rural network will start in a few weeks; they are a part in a steering committee with all 3 sectors. The future looks a bit more promising than some years ago. The village movement – 1,1 meuro / year form the state, staff of 5, not all full time. Half of the budget goes to regional units. 4500 villages, rewriting the statutes, new chairman, Carl Erik Nilsson.

19. Finland – started to write one national program for local development. SYTY is doing the work, it has 3 parts: village movement, LAGs and other organizations in rural areas + their common policies. (like in ERA) in national level, we negotiate the old organizations together with SYTY – they have similar goals and passive money. More action between towns and rural areas. 55+1 LAGs, still covering the whole rural areas. Every LAG can have projects in every axis not many in axis 2, in long run this is very important, also finance small enterprises. Big problem is, the money is 19% less than this period.  

