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Subject : Statement of CELAVAR on the “Future Rural Policy
within the European Union” statement of the European Rural
Alliance

The European Rural Alliance with its “Future Rural Policy within
the European Union” statement aims to give rural civil society a
voice and to prepare a powerful common message for a new
European agricultural and rural policy. Especially welcomed is the
support for the existing and very positive EU LEADER approach.

We represent citizens organized in non-profit organizations
involved in the economic, social and environmental development of
rural areas. Our key concern regarding future European rural
development policies is the way they will allow for a cross-cutting
approach of rural issues. Current policies and practices tend to
favour sectorial answers to rural matters. We do not consider this
approach relevant with regard to sustainable development
objectives. We therefore want to encourage the LEADER method,
as it is appropriate to promote comprehensive rural development
policies contributing to the sustainable development of Europe.

We are thus mainly in favour of a policy taking into account the
issues of rural territories as a whole and which facilitates the action
and the participation of the citizens in favour of the sustainable
development of the rural territories.

European Rural Alliance with its proposal is raising several
questions which must be discussed within the framework of the
reform of the European policy of rural development.

Brigitte Giraud, president
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